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1 . THE COURT ORDER RESTRICTING 34 IRAQI CHRISTIANS TO A 25 
MILE RADIUS OF NEW YORK CITY LAPSED FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

THEY ARE FREE TO GO ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES WHILE 
INS IS RULING ON THEIR STATUS. SOME REPORTEDLY HAVE 
TRAVELED TO CALIFORNIA. INS HAS ASKED FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S 
COMMENTS ON THE GROUP'S CLAIM TO POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

2. THE GROUP'S ORIGINAL LAWYERS HAVE WITHDRAWN AND THE 
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CATHOLIC CONFERENCE HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
GROUPS LEGAL. HOUSING, AND MEDICAL NEEDS. MOST MEMBERS 
OF THE GROUP ARE ARMENIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS. THE 
ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IS TAKING AN INCREASING INTEREST IN THE 
REFUGEES. THE GROUP CONSISTS OF EIGHT OR NINE FAMILIES, 

ONE WITH 15 MEMBERS SPANNING THREE GENERATIONS. 
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3. INS LEVIED DOLS 34,000 FINE AGAINST ROYAL AIR MOROC ON 
FEBRUARY 13. AIR MOROC HAS THE RIGHT TO LITIGATE THE FINE. 

4. FOR BAGHDAD: OUR FIRST EXAMINATION OF THE GROUP'S 
APPLICATIONS SUGGEST THAT THEY INADEQUATELY DOCUMENTED 
THEIR CLAIM TO RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL PERSECUTION. OUR 
COMMENTS FOR INS. HOWEVER, SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
WHETHER THE GROUP HAS A REASONABLE FEAR OF PERSECUTION 
IF THEY WERE TO RETURN TO IRAQ. THE GOI PUBLIC CLAIM 

THAT THE CIA WAS BEHIND THE GROUP'S ACTION, OTHER 
VITROLIC IRAQI PRESS ACCOUNTS AND THE IRAQI DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE (REFTELS E AND F) SUGGEST THAT EVEN IF NO GROUNDS 
FOR ASYLUM EXISTED BEFORE THE GROUP ARRIVED IN THE 
UNITED STATES, SUCH GROUNDS MAY EXIST NOW. WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON WHETHER THESE GOI STATEMENTS 
ESTABLISH A REASONABLE FEAR OF PERSECUTION. VANCE 
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